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CHURCH LETTER 
What kind of King?  
 
We are still in the aftermath of Easter as I write this – less than a week since Easter Day, 
less than a fortnight since we celebrated Palm Sunday.  On that day 2,000 years ago, Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, to be greeted as a king amidst the jubilant welcome of a 
crowd that would be demanding his death a few days later.  But by the time this is 
published, we shall all have moved on and the Coronation of King Charles III will be 
imminent. 
 
Thinking about this, the title of a poem by Michael Gehrling that we used in one of our 
village churches last year as the basis for a reflective Palm Sunday service popped into 
my head.  It is called, simply, “What kind of King Are You?”* and repeats that question 
throughout, constantly contrasting the expectations of a crowd looking for Pomp and 
Power and Action and Aggression with the incomprehensible figure of a king coming in 
peace and riding a humble donkey. 
 
It is almost seventy years since the last Coronation, of HM the late Queen Elizabeth II, 
when life in post-war Britain was very different.  The thoughts and hopes and needs of 
today’s nation are different.  There would have been dissenters from the prevalent mood 
of celebration in 1953 but they were fewer, and quieter.  I am sure there will be a range of 
beliefs and emotions amongst the readers of this monthly letter – from strongly pro- to 
equally strongly anti-royalist.  And to the simply uninterested. 
 
Take a look at some of the place and street names around Newbury to be reminded that in 
the days of the first King Charles, this area was once a battlefield between “Cavaliers” 
and “Roundheads”, as the political and religious future direction of this country was 
determined by sword and scaffold.  Perhaps we always live just on the edge of turbulence. 
 
Charles Philip Arthur George Mountbatten-Windsor is a reflective man.  I think he has 
probably spent the last fifty or so years asking himself “What kind of king shall I be?” 
Does it matter?  Does a hereditary, constitutional monarchy still have any relevance in 
2023?  Opinions, as I said earlier, will be divided – and probably entrenched.  Does it 
really make any difference to us what kind of king he will be? 
 
Not a question to be answered in a one-page monthly parish letter.  And yet – you know – 
I think it probably does matter what kind of king he becomes.  Role models are important, 
and so many of the most prominent, most vocal, most influential and most compelling 
seem, just now, to be negative.  If Charles III can be not just a figurehead, but an example 
and a voice for the best of what our country would like to think it stands for, then perhaps 
the pomp and circumstance and ceremony and celebration of the next few days will be 
justified.  
“What kind of king are you – and will you be?” 
Jenny 
*copyright ChurchLeaders.com 
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NEWS FROM ST. MICHAEL’S 
 

The bells of Inkpen will be 'Ringing for the King' on the day of his Coronation from 9.45 
to 10.15 to join with the many others ringing across the land.  Then the following day at 
9.45 there will be a Service of Celebration.  After all the pageantry of the previous day it 
will give us the personal opportunity here in Inkpen not only to celebrate but also to 
reflect and pray for our new King and Queen and for the Royal Family.  All are very 
welcome. 
 
Our only other service for the month - the Revd. Annette who is currently ministering 
single handedly to the whole of the Benefice is taking a hugely deserved short holiday - is 
at 9.45 on the 21st.  It is without Communion and is for All Ages.  But in June there are 
three Services: a Family Service with a  Baptism at 9.45 on the 4th, a Prayer Book 
Service of Holy Communion at 8.30am on the 11th, and a Parish Communion Service on 
the 18th.  As well as these the Church is always open 7 days a week from 8.30am to 4pm 
for your own time of prayer and reflection. 
 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR INKPEN AND COMBE 
 

INKPEN 
 
Sunday 7th May – Holy Communion at 9.45am   
 
Sunday 21st May – All ages Service at 9.45am  
 
COMBE 
 
Sunday 21st May – Holy Communion at 11.15am  

 
Sunday 21st May – Zoom Compline at 18.00  
 

Other Services in the Benefice are on the Website which is  
 

www.walburybeaconbenefice.org.uk 

 
CHURCH CONTACTS 

 
Benefice Administrator: Tamara Laing, part-time at the Benefice Office Email: 
wbboffice@gmail.com  07359 327072 
Churchwardens:   
Inkpen: Charlotte Bampfylde (tel. 669285). 
Combe: Tina Fiertz (tel. 668529), Katherine Astor (katherine@kirby-house.co.uk). 
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CHURCH SERVICES AT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
HUNGERFORD  

 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Priory Road, Hungerford RG17 0AF 

Parish Priest - Fr Zbigniew Budyn 01635 40332 
Sunday Mass - every Sunday at 9.00am 

Weekday Mass - every Wednesday at 10.00am 
 
For further information contact Paul Burrough 01488 668882 
Mobile 07836 292976   Email paul.burrough43@gmail.com 
 

CHURCH FUNDING 
 

Church Funding: Donations from our Parishioners contribute a vital proportion of our 
annual income. Please make your gifts to the church now online through the Parish 
Giving Scheme www.parishgiving.org.uk. Thank you. 

 
THE CORONATION  

Big Late Lunch – Sunday 7th May 
 
As you’ll see from the enclosed flyer we are celebrating the King’s Coronation with a Big 
Late Lunch at the Playing Fields on Sunday 7th May from 3pm – 10pm.  We need 
volunteers to help man the activities and stalls. If you are able to spare an hour to help out 
please could you get in touch with Emma Wordsworth (emwordsworth@gmail.com)? 
  
We will also be selling cakes at the event and would really appreciate it if you would like 
to donate a cake.  Contact Emma Wordsworth (emwordsworth@gmail.com / 07785 
292078) or just bring it along on the day. 
  
We are using a token system at the event, and these can be bought on the day with cash or 
card.  All profits from the event are going to Inkpen Primary School (and Inkspots). 

 
CORONATION TOMBOLA 

 
We are looking for donations to our tombola at the event which will be raising money for 
Inkpen Primary School.  We would be so grateful for any donations from bottles to 
chocolates to candles and soaps.  If you have any donations, please could you either drop 
them in a box that will be put outside Knights Acre House, Craven Road, Inkpen, RG17 
9DZ (just opposite the red postbox) or Upperwood, Pottery Lane, RG17 9QA or Pear 
Tree Cottage, Heads Lane, RG17 9QS or message Anna Bidwell on 07801027262 who 
can arrange to collect.  We are hoping to have all prizes by Thursday 4th May please. 
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The ‘Big Help Out’ for the King’s Coronation - Inkpen Litter Pick  - 
 

Monday 8th May 
 

As part of the King’s Coronation, Monday 8th May is the ‘Big Help Out’ when the 
country is being encouraged to volunteer and support our community.   
 
The Inkpen Coronation Event Team thought it would be a great opportunity for us to have 
a village Litter Pick.  We hope as many of you will get together with friends and 
neighbours and litter pick in your area of the village and then meet up at The Crown & 
Garter at 12.30 for a drink.  
 
Also, the Inkpen cricket team have a match in the afternoon, so another opportunity to 
gather and support our local team. 
 

PLAYING FIELD TRUST UPDATE (IMPFT) 
 

As you may be aware, I have not stood to be on the Parish Council this time. This means I 
am no longer a Trustee of the IMPFT, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who supported the IMPFT during the renovation of the pavilion and the 
conversion of waste land into a woodland playground, the resurfacing of the tennis courts 
and the cricket pitch Astro.  None of the work carried out could have been done without 
your help and donations.   
 
Please do continue to support the pavilion by using it for various activities and encourage 
others to do the same. If it is not fully used, we cannot ensure its maintenance and we 
don’t want to lose a valuable village asset.  Also do let the new trustees know if you have 
time to volunteer. Anytime you can give is much appreciated.   
 
We are hugely grateful for all that Bob May and Bruce Armstrong have done to help 
maintain the grounds and tennis courts.  Also, thanks to Mark Ingvorsen who offered to 
volunteer and help ‘keep an eye’ on the facilities and any maintenance issues. 
 
If you would like to hire the pavilion or any of the facilities email 
gloriakeene@hotmail.com 
Hiring the pavilion and facilities enable us to maintain them as a ‘not for profit’ charity. 
 
Hire Charges are on the IMPFT website (www.impft.co.uk) and on the notice 
board at the pavilion or email Gloria for details.   
 
Claire Jones 
 
 
 



 6

INKPEN CRICKET CLUB  
 
If you're new to the village or a long-time resident and looking to join a friendly and 
social cricket team, why not come down and check out Inkpen Cricket Club at the playing 
fields?  
 
We play a total of sixteen matches during the season, with the majority taking place at 
home, so friends and family can come and watch the excitement. Our games are limited 
overs, so you won't be tied up for the entire day, and everyone gets a chance to bat and 
bowl. 
 

INKSPOTS 
 
After a long winter, there’s nothing more exciting than spotting the first signs of spring: 
snowdrops, blossom, buzzing bees, lambs, chicks and so much more. Having returned 
from the Easter break, the Inkspotters have straight away started to think all about spring 
animals and getting a lovely spring window display ready. Do look if you happen to be 
walking past.  
 
A small group of children have been busy bakers this term, which they got to choose as 
part of their involvement in planning for the day. This child-led learning principle is when 
a child is offered the opportunity to choose their own learning activity. It’s great to give 
the children some ownership over their learning and to allow them to choose the activities 
that most excite and inspire them. Baking provides an excellent opportunity to observe 
children’s behaviour and interaction. You can see how each child approaches the activity 
and how they adapt each task to their own direction, for example, pouring ingredients in a 
different order to their friends. It still makes for some very tasty cakes! Baking can also 
tap into a child's motivation and promote the development of learning, play, life skills, 
motor skills and social skills. 
 
We are looking forward to celebrating the King’s Coronation in May and Inkspots are 
excited to be involved in the village’s Big Late Lunch. We are running a children’s 
tombola and all profits from the whole event are going to be donated to Inkpen Primary 
School, with 10% coming directly to Inkspots, so do make sure you come along to 
support us on the day. If you would like to donate any children’s prizes to the tombola, 
please get in touch with Becky on 07957863476. We look forward to seeing you there. 
Inkspots Pre-School - Where learning is child's play.  
 

THE INKPEN HISTORY GROUP 
 
Last year we started to carry out ground-based geophysics in parts of Inkpen. For those of 
you that have seen ‘Time Team’ on TV, you would recognise these activities and yes, 
they are happening here in Inkpen. Now that we have come through the autumn and 
winter months, the geophysics work is about to restart.  
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Alongside this several residents have offered their help so that we can piece together the 
paperwork that is the written history of Inkpen. This is real practical history, fun history. 
If you are interested in joining the team, please contact me at david@inkpenhistory.uk or 
come along to our next meeting which I hope will be in the first or second week of May. 
 

INKPEN 92 GROUP 
 

Tuesday 6th June at 2.30pm - all are welcome. 
 
The Inkpen 92 Group are delighted to welcome, Claire Jones and Chris Scorey from 
Town and Manor of Hungerford, who will be doing a presentation on the proposed 
wetland project in Hungerford to be known as Kennet Valley Wetland Reserve.  The 
presentation will include details on the importance of wetlands to the environment and the 
benefits to the local area.  
This exciting and ambitious wetland regeneration project proposes to restore and 
redevelop an area of ancient water meadow to create a wetland area rich in 
biodiversity.  The land has been unused since the 1970s and is, for farming purposes, of 
poor quality. 
 
Come and join us at the Inkpen Pavilion on 6th June at 2.30pm (Save the Date) - members 
and guests are welcome.  Refreshments provided. Members & guests will be requested for 
a donation of £3. 
 
Gloria - For the 92 Group 
 

Kennet Valley Wetland Reserve 
 
The Town and Manor of Hungerford charity would like your thoughts on its proposal to 
create a wetland reserve on a site known as Undy's Meadow, between Charnham Park 
road and the river Kennet. The proposed wetland will be within walking distance of 
Hungerford town centre, will be open to the public and will include an Education & 
Information Centre.  As a village close to Hungerford, we would like your thoughts on 
this proposal. 
  
Your feedback is important to ensure we make this project as relevant and appealing as 
we can. Your responses to our survey will remain anonymous – only the statistics from 
the surveys will be used. It will only take 5 minutes or less to complete.  Thank you. 
 
https://tinyurl.com/hungerfordwetland-Survey 
 
If you would like to find out more about out proposal do visit our website page on: 
https://townandmanor.co.uk/wetland-reserve 
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INKPEN STITCH AND KNIT 
  

Our May S&K will be on Wednesday 3rd May at 7.30 in the Village Hall. There is no 
particular theme to this month’s session so we will be working on whatever we have on 
our needles at the time. We will, however, have the opportunity to raise a glass to King 
Charles III. You are very welcome to join us.   
 
Further info from jan@honeydesign.co.uk  or 01488668222 
 

COPY DATE 
 

Please email aliedesforges@yahoo.co.uk by Sunday May 21st  with all features, 
news and events.  

 
THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
"Volunteers wanted for Inkpen Village Hall” 

 
We are looking for enthusiastic and committed individuals to join our small team to help 
ensure the future of our village hall. The "old girl" is 100 years old next year, much loved 
but needing some extra hands urgently if we wish to keep her safe for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
As a committee member you will play a vital role in the management and development of 
our community space, ensuring it is accessible, welcoming and meets the needs of our 
local community. 
No prior experience is necessary, but we are looking for individuals who recognise the 
importance of community development and preserving the assets we have been gifted for 
the health and social well-being of villagers. 
 
Whether you have experience in fundraising, marketing, event planning, finance, building 
maintenance, DIY, gardening or simply have a strong commitment to your local 
community, we want to hear from you. 
 
You will have the opportunity to make a real difference and gain valuable experience in 
leadership, governance and project management. Make friends and have fun too. Let us 
know if you have some skills and time to offer (no matter how small).  
 
Email Helen or Mark on inkpenvh@gmail.com and we'll arrange an informal chat. Thank 
you. www.inkpenvillagehall.org 
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INKPEN MARKET 
 

The Market on 16th April was busy with a steady stream of people and it proved 
successful  for the stall holders. Thank you everyone who came along and supported us. 
The next Market is on 21st May. On offer this month will be a Chocolate maker …. Less 
Is More Chocolate. Yes, real chocolate, homemade preserves, Debbie’s scrumptious 
local sausages & eggs, cakes, plants, beautiful skin care from Tropic, Gluten free goodies 
from Highclere Kitchen Garden, Introducing Pretty Lovely Things fabric items for the 
home, gifts and more. 
 
Do come and have a browse round the stalls, enjoy a coffee, bacon roll and a chat with 
friends at our Charity Café. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
Chrissy & Tracey 

 
NORTH WESSEX DOWNS WALKING FESTIVAL  

2 – 11 JUNE 2023 
 
This year’s North Wessex Downs Walking Festival has 27 walks on offer across the 
AONB with opportunities to seek out wildlife, history or culture, visit a farm, follow a 
nature trail, picnic with the family, create an art journal, or simply soak up the views from 
the top of the downs.  Many walks are free, but booking is essential.   
 
The festival is a great celebration of the top-class walking country, stunning views, 
heritage and culture of this protected landscape. Walk leaders are all knowledgeable and 
welcoming and looking forward to bringing alive some of their favourite places for you. 
There are family-friendly events, energetic hikes as well as gentle ambles.  Go to 
northwessexdowns.org for more information and to book. Be quick as some events are 
booking up fast. For more information please contact: 
Ann Shepley annshepley@northwessexdowns.org.uk 
 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
 
As you may be aware, we were due to have an election of councillors to our parish 
council on the 4th May. Inkpen Parish Council is made up of seven councillors and at the 
closing for nominations to these positions, just seven residents had put their names 
forward. This means that all seven will become councillors without the need for an 
election. There is still, however, an election for district councillors. 
 
Four of the existing parish councillors are standing down. These are Claire Jones, Jennie 
Edwards, Moira Marriott and Simon Hanna. These outgoing councillors have helped to 
make substantial improvements to Inkpen during their time with the parish council. In 
particular, Claire Jones has spear headed the amazing improvements to the playing fields 
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which includes the remodelled pavilion, the hard surface (including the tennis courts) and 
the children’s play area.  
Jennie Edwards has worked behind the scenes and as part of the fund-raising finance 
committee making sure that these improvements could take place.  
I thank all four of these councillors for their commitment and hard work and wish them 
well for the future. 
 
David Thomas, Chairman. 
 

THE CROWN AND GARTER 
 

Honesty Live 
 

We ran a very successful 'Honesty Live' evening over the Easter weekend, with guitarist 
Hugh Turner & singer Fleur Stevenson performing. It was so lovely to see the pub and 
restaurant packed out. Thank you to everyone who came along. 
 
On Thursday 4th May, we will be hosting a special jazz night with Stuart Henderson on 
trumpet, Jez Cook on guitar and Andy Crowdy on double bass. Stuart served as the Scots 
Guards Band's principal trumpet player in Queen Elizabeth II's Household Division from 
1983 to 2005. During this time, he frequently performed for the Royal Family and at 
official gatherings all over the world. Definitely an evening not to be missed.  
 
On Friday 2nd June, the multi-talented pianist and singer Hollie Feltham will be 
performing a variety of pop songs to get you in the mood for the weekend. Hollie is a 
local singer who performs around Newbury and the surrounding area.  
For more information on these events call The Crown and Garter on 01488 668325. 
Music starts from 7.30pm. Entry is free. Booking a table is advisable. 
 
Pub Quiz 
Don't forget our pub quiz on the last Wednesday of every month from 7.30pm. It's 
become a popular evening with locals. We hope to see you there. 
 
  TIME TO TALK – WEST BERKSHIRE 
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This week Time to Talk is running its Spring Online Auction. Funds 
raised from the auction will directly help us to continue our vital work 
supporting young people’s mental health. 
 
Please take a moment to have a look at some of the fantastic items and 
experiences that are on offer – to view the auction please click on the 
link below - 

 
Link to Spring Auction 

 
(https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/timetotalkspringauction2023) 

 
Please share the details of the auction with friends and family. 

 
 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Inkpen Parish Council Meetings are all advertised on the village notice 
boards and the Agenda and Draft Minutes placed on the official Parish 
website– see www.inkpenvillage.co.uk .  
 
Planning Application below was considered by Councillors in April: 
23/00568 Withers, Lower Green, Inkpen - Alterations to existing garage to 
create workshop/store with home-office above, associated landscaping.   
Conservation Area in AONB. 
All planning applications can be viewed on the West Berkshire Council 
website: www.westberks.gov.uk  
 
Inkpen Parish Council: The following are your new councillors who will 
take office without a poll: Mark Bates, John Corne, Brian Cox, Darren 
Durham, Dave Lester, Bob May & David Thomas. 
The first meeting of the new Parish Council will be the Annual Parish 
Council meeting on Wednesday 17th May at 7pm and new Councillors 
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will be required to attend the on-line development training on Tuesday 6th 
June at 6.30 – 9pm.  The new Parish Council will hold office for the next 
4 years and will make a Declaration of Office, sign up to a Code of 
Conduct and complete a Register of Interests at the first meeting.  The 
Code of Conduct and Register of Interests will be displayed on the Inkpen 
website.  Councillors will be required to sign a Trustee Declaration as they 
automatically become Corporate Trustees of the Inkpen Memorial Playing 
Field.  
 
Elections for the District Council will be held on Thursday 4th May 2023 
Voter ID will be required inside the polling stations in England this means 
you will need an accepted form of ID to vote in person. 
You will need to provide: Photo, full name, date of birth, address at which 
you are registered and your National Insurance Number.   
 
Low bus fare scheme extended: low maximum bus fares will continue 
across West Berkshire until at least the end of June 2023 – all journeys 
across West Berkshire are capped at £2 for a single journey and £4 for a 
return journey  
 
No Mow May- calling all garden owners and green space managers not to 
mow during the month of May & provide a space for nature. A healthy lawn 
with some long grass and wildflowers benefits wildlife, tackles pollution 
and can lock away carbon below ground – all you must do is not mow your 
lawn in May. Free the wildflowers, even the smallest patch delivers gains 
for nature. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting: The Annual Parish Council Meeting 
will be held on Wednesday 17th May at 7pm in the Inkpen Pavilion.   
All meetings are advertised on the village notice boards and the Inkpen 
website, in advance of the meeting www.inkpenvillage.co.uk depending on 
the availability of Councillors. 
 
Gloria Keene,  
Clerk to Inkpen Parish Council  
Mobile 07704 718475    
Email:  parishclerk@inkpenvillage.co.uk 

 


